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(ABSTRACT)

A Study on Craft as Cultural Assets of the
City and Craft Cities
— Focused on UNESCO Creative City Case -

Chung, Su Hee

Recently, many cities are referring themselves as to be “Craft City” and
putting up “craft” as the city brand. Many cities that claim to be the craft
city put up the relevant cultural heritage, production related to the craft, and
historical and cultural environment as a consumer. However, it can be a
totally different matter in which the cities are living as the craft cities of
modern definition. One can start to have the fundamental question which
“what the craft city really is.”

Naturally, concerns regarding why many cities claim to be the craft city, and
what the craft city really is and what the craft means as the component which
forms the craft city start to generate. As the significance of the city’s cultural
resource is emphasized, cities now endeavor to become the culture city on their
own. This is because the value of the “cultural asset” is becoming more
precious as the center of the creative industry of the city and as the symbolism
and potential of the culture, while the value which measures the competitiveness
of the city is shifting from the growth-orientation by formal development. As the
paradigm of the international society shift towards the Glocalization, interest in
the historical and cultural assets as the factor which composes the locality, what

is at the core of Glocalization, is rising. In such flow, the cities are attempting
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various approaches to develop their own characteristics into the city brand with
names such as “xx City.” In this context, the craft is the major component
which forms the Creative City, and it is often mentioned as the core component
of the Creative Industry. Additionally, the most distinct cultural asset of the city
is often proposed to be the standard of the various culture policies connected to
the city, and it is also categorized as one of the fields among Creative Cities
Network defined by UNESCO.

This research was conducted as an attempt to search the significance of the
craft in the city along with the true nature of the “craft city” that recognizes
the craft as the cultural asset of the city and accessing it to utilize it actively.

However, as it was pointed out earlier, the clear definition and concerns about
the craft city itself are insufficient, and the research seeks to access to the craft
city paradoxically through the real-life examples of the verified craft cities.

The example which the research has chosen was the city of Ganazawa in
Japan (selected in 2009); the city has joined as the UNESCO Creative Cities
Network in the field of “craft and folk art.” UNESCO Creative Cities Network
is the international solidarity operation by UNESCO to raise the cultural
industry based on the city’s cultural assets and creativity and to promote
development through cooperation between cities. This research will find out
about the identity of craft as the cultural asset of Ganazawa, the creative city,
and it seeks to take a look at cultural environment which helped the city of
Ganazawa to set itself as the creative city and the connection of the city’s
cultural policies that back the cultural environment. Additionally, in this process,
the research seeks to think over about the definition and the characteristics of the

craft cities including Ganazawa, and the directional nature for the sustainability.

Key Words : Craft City, Cultural Asset, Craft, Creative City, UCCN




